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About CoBA
C

Vision

Mission

Members

StrategicPartners 

“ It is important not to forget blood while dis-
cussing health systems, for without blood, 
health systems remain very fragile. 

Dr. Nathan Mulure
Head of Government Affairs & Public Policy  

Terumo BCT, 
Chair, CoBA Board

Secretariat 
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Collaboration: The Engine of 
Impact

A Year of Progress and Collaboration
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Establishing CoBA’s Governance 
Framework

milestone in strengthening its governance 
and leadership. With the support of the 
secretariat, we established our inaugural 
Board of Directors, providing strategic 
oversight and reinforcing our commitment to 
advancing safe and sustainable blood systems 
in Africa.

Additionally, CoBA formalized its governance 
structure, ensuring clear roles, accountability, 
and a robust operational framework to guide 
decision-making and policy implementation. 
This structured approach enhances CoBA’s 
ability to drive impactful initiatives, engage 
stakeholders effectively, and sustain long-
term progress.

CoBA’s Governance Structure

By strengthening governance 
CoBA has laid the foundation 

for a more coordinated 
and effective approach to 
addressing Africa’s blood 

challenges.

CoBA Board Leadership (2024):

Dr. Nathan Mulure
Head of Government 
Affairs & Public Policy, 
Terumo BCT

Chair 

Dr Erica Monfardini
Director of Global 
Pharma and Strategic 
Partnerships,
B-Medical Systems

Vice Chair 

Dr. Ida Mbuthia
Africa Lead Healthcare 
Access, 
Roche Diagnostics

Treasurer 

CoBA Board Members & AHB Secretariat:
Driving leadership and collaboration to advance Africa’s 
blood ecosystems.

 

 

Oversight Board 

Secretariat 
Strategic Partners 

Mr. Aaron Ogunde
Co-founder, 
Jiji Health

Board Member 
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Key Achievements of 2024

The Neglected Therapy in Malaria Management
Date: April 23, 2024

Why the Need for Blood Transfusion in 
Malaria Management Is Critical

CoBA hosted this webinar to:

249 
million

608,000 

244 
million

610,000 

2021

2022

94% of all malaria cases and 95%  of deaths arise from the WHO Africa 
region, children under 5 years  account for 78% of malaria deaths in the 
region.

50% 

Nigeria

Democratic Republic of Congo

Uganda

Mozambique

- Medical experts
- Policymakers
- Industry leaders 

98 
Attendees 

Key Outcomes of the session:

   Shifted the narrative:

   Engaged decision-makers: 

   Catalyzed action:

   Call to Action:

This webinar reinforced CoBA’s role as a 
thought leader in Africa’s blood ecosystem, 
pushing for sustainable policy and system-
level improvements.
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“ At  Webuye County Hospital, we see countless severe malaria cases daily, with nearly 80% requiring blood transfusions. The challenge? There’s never enough blood. We've lost 
patients simply because we couldn't get 
them the blood they needed in time. In 
some cases, healthcare workers have had 
to donate blood themselves to save lives. 
The need for a better blood supply system is urgent lives depend on it.

Dr. Millicent Wanyama
Pediatrician and Sickle cell Program Lead 

Webuye County Hospital

“ Through collaborative partnerships, particularly 
with entities like the Coalition of Blood for Africa, 
Africa CDC is actively engaged in efforts to 
mitigate severe malaria anaemia and ensure the 
provision of safe blood transfusions, especially for 
vulnerable demographics such as children under 

Hanna Amanuel Tesfahunei

Africa CDC

“  We must advocate tirelessly to ensure that blood becomes a focal point in strengthening healthcare systems worldwide. It deserves the same level of attention and priority as access to essential medicines like anticancer drugs, antimalarials, and cardiovascular medications. 
too should blood supply and management.

Dr. Nathan Mulure Head of Government Affairs & Public Policy 
Terumo BCT

“  In order to bring diagnostics to rural areas, collaboration between the private sector and government policymakers is essential. By working together, we can develop partnerships that facilitate the delivery of diagnostic tools to underserved communities.
 Dr. Herry MapesiMedical Lead, Pan Arica - Infectious Diseases Roche 

Diagnostics

 “ Education is key. As private entities like CoBA, 

let’s prioritize educating the public about 

critical health topics like blood supply and 

malaria prevention. By reaching grassroots 

levels and engaging communities directly, we 

outcomes. Let’s take proactive steps to 

empower individuals with knowledge for 

better health.
Dr. Angela Harrison 

and East Africa

“ The challenges of managing blood systems, 
particularly in malaria-prone regions, are 
complex, especially regarding the necessity of 
malaria testing before transfusion. Prioritizing 
campaigns for malaria elimination is vital. 
Ensuring thorough pathogen inactivation is also 

crucial for preventing transmission. However, 
implementing widespread malaria testing 
protocols faces obstacles due to cost constraints. 

carefully, directing resources toward elimination 

efforts and pathogen inactivation. While 
clinicians prioritize saving lives over addressing 

transfusion-related risks, effective systems for 
monitoring such risks are necessary.

 Dr. Joseph Mulenga 
Medical Director Zambia 

Speakers Snap Shots: The Neglected Therapy in 
Malaria Management
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CoBA’s Action

Developed key strategies, 
including:
• 

• 

• 

• 

“Having lost my brother to sickle cell and 
experienced the struggle myself, it warms 
my heart to see young people passionately 

I probably spent only 4 years in primary 
school and only 2 in high school, while the 

I wouldn’t have survived without the blood 

to share my story and be associated with 
COBA, an organization that is creating real 

to be done, and I’m proud of COBA for acting 

Isaac Okeno
SCD Warrior & SCD Advocate

Empowering Youth to 
Champion Blood Access in 
Africa

Impact

• Raised awareness on the role of 
youth in tackling blood shortages.

• Strengthened policy and advocacy, 
emphasizing transparent 
government funding for blood 
programs.

By engaging young leaders, CoBA is driving 
momentum for long-term policy change and 
improved blood access in Africa.
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Advancing Policy for Sickle Cell Disease 
Care and Blood Access

Key Highlights

World Sickle Cell Day (June 19, 2024)

SCD & Haemophilia Conference : (June 11-13, 
Kisumu)

Policy Engagement: CoBA contributed to 
national discussions on strengthening blood 
systems by emphasizing:

66% of 120M
 global SCD cases 

are in Africa

50-80% 
of affected 

children die
 before age 5

50-90% 
die undiagnosed 

before age 5 in sub-
Saharan Africa

14,000 
children born with 

SCD annually in 
Kenya

5,000 
people in Kenya live 

with haemophilia 
and require 

specialized care
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Partnerships, Awareness & 
Collective Action

Through targeted advocacy, 
CoBA continues to push for:

   10,000+

   30,000+

Impact

40 Pints

10,264 Pints 

425 Pints 



COBA 2024 ANNUAL REPORT9

Movement (June 2024)

CoBA Campaigns: Mobilizing Action for Blood Access

Impact
• 

• 

• 

What We Did
• 

• 

• 
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“ Before this campaign, I never thought 

learning how many lives especially 
accident victims depend on it, I knew I had 

riders to donate because tomorrow, it 

Paul

• 

Key Insights & Next Steps

Building on these insights, CoBA 
continues to push for:

Bridging the Holiday Blood 
Shortage: CoBA’s December 2024 
Digital Campaign

What We Did
• 

• 

• 

100,000+ Audience 
engaged 
through digital 
awareness 
campaigns
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CoBA Participation in Events 2024

On October 28-29, 2024, CoBA participated in the East Africa Blood Disorders Leadership Forum hosted by Novo Nordisk Haemophilia 
Foundation, Novo Nordisk Foundation, Kenya Haemophilia Association, Sickle Cell Federation of Kenya, and Fondation Pierre Fabre 
advocating for improved care and policies.

On May 14, 2024, CoBA Lead Caroline Wangamati spoke at the Roche 
EMEA–LATAM Regional Conference in Nairobi highlighting the power of 

partnerships in improving patient access.

March 4-7, 2024, CoBA participated in the 11th AfSBT Congress in Kampala, engaging with experts and industry leaders to advance 
innovations and partnerships for improving blood transfusion services in Africa.

On July 23, 2024, CoBA joined Africa Health Business in 
launching its inaugural Impact Report, alongside key health 

leaders from WHO and Africa CDC, celebrating 9 years of 
advancing healthcare in Africa.

PS Harry Kimtai leads the distribution of 150,000 blood bags in Kenya and unveils four Kenya Blood Ambassadors, including CoBA 
Lead Caroline Wangamati.
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Impact of CoBA’s Participation in 2024 Events

   Strategic Partnerships 

  Visibility & Leadership System Strengthening 

  Public Awareness  
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Looking Ahead: 2025 Goals & Strategy to Close 
the Gap
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Phone: +254 704 838 150
Email: secretariat@cobaafrica.org
Website: https://www.cobaafrica.org/

Contacts:


